with the subsequent Republican Congress (104th, 1995-97) to discover which lessons can be learned about how, given the opportunity, either party would manage the House in the upcoming 107th Congress. This article will also review some of the transitional difficulties that took place the last time control of the House changed between the two parties in 1995.
Introduction
Adjusting to the rules and internal affairs of Congress is no simple task. It can seem almost daunting when a party moves from minority to majority status as occurred in 1995 when the Republicans outnumbered the Democrats in Congress. Considering the obstacles and complexity involved in drafting and passing legislation combined with the challenges of maintaining party unity by balancing interests and personalities, the Republicans adjusted well to their new position as the majority party.
However, this transition did not come easily. The Republicans failed to pass their programs and lost the occasional public relations struggle. However, for the first year of the 104th Congress (1995-97), the Republicans exhibited extremely strong party unity and were success-
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With the balance of numbers and power between the two parties nearly the same heading into the November 2000 elections, the stakes are high and the implications are potent. After November 8, 2000 the majority party will be able to direct the organization and structure of the House. To discover clues as to how the two parties would likely manage the House one, only needs to look back to the differences between the Democratically-con- for the Democrats to express a unified message or strategy on major legislative issues.
Republican priorities
Although the Republicans did not repeal, as they had gains the majority, both will operate in relative parity, which will almost certainly force the majority to govern and operate the House in a more bipartisan manner.
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